II4	NADIR SHAH
Zabulistan,1 Nadir proceeded via Bam, Tum-i-Rig and Gurg to Sistan' ;
it crossed the Sistan-Qandahar border on the 2nd Shawwal (3rd February,
1777) and reached Girishk on the 18th of the month, after passing through
Fatah, Dalhak and Dilaram. Girishk was held by a Ghalzai force, but
this place speedily surrendered on a bombardment being opened. Whilst
at Giriskh, Nadir sent his brother-in-law, Kalb 'AH Khan, with part of
his forces to subdue the fortress and district of Zamindavar and the town
of Bust8	,	,   .
After a halt of three days at Girishk, the march was resumed via Shah
Maqsud (a small town 30 miles N.W. of Qandahar) to the Arghandab
river, close to the west bank of which camp was pitched.
Irlusain Sultan, having learnt through his scouts of the presence of the
Persian army on the further side of the Arghandab, sent his commander-
in-chief, Muhammad Saidal Khan, and another of his leaders named
Yunus Khan to deliver a surprise attack that night upon the Persians.4
Each of these commanders was at the head of 8,000 picked horsemen.
Unfortunately for the Afghans, not only did they lose touch with one
another in the darkness, but they had also not kept their plans sufficiently
secret. 'Abdu'l-Ghani Khan, the Abdali leader, had heard of the im-
pending attack, and had sent out a strong body of his men to parry it.
These Abdalis, on coming into contact with Yunus Khan's men in the
darkness, pretended to be Saidal's troops, and called out to the Ghalzais
in Pashtu. Yunus Khan and his men were completely taken in, and had
begun fraternising with the Abdalis when the latter suddenly assailed them
and inflicted very heavy casualties. Hearing the fighting, Saidal hastened
to the rescue, but was unable to retrieve the situation, and sustained such
losses that he eventually had to withdraw to Qandahar ; he lost many
more men from drowning when fording the Arghandab.5
On the following morning Nadir and his troops crossed the Arghandab
at Kokaran, a village seven miles to the west of Qandahar, and then
advanced towards the Qaitul ridge on which the north-western defences
of Qandahar were situated. Despite cannon fire from the fort on the
lofty Kuh-i-Laka, at the south-western end of the ridge, the Persian army
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